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Programme of work and challenges

•• The CommitteeThe Committee’’ s programme of work reflects the s programme of work reflects the 
main challenges related to the housing sector in main challenges related to the housing sector in 
the UNECE regionthe UNECE region

•• In the most advanced economies, distressed urban In the most advanced economies, distressed urban 
areas are created by areas are created by 
-- social exclusionsocial exclusion
-- spatial segregation andspatial segregation and
-- decreasing public expenditure for housingdecreasing public expenditure for housing
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Challenges in transition countries

•• EECCA and SEE countries face problems EECCA and SEE countries face problems 
resulting fromresulting from

�� weak institutional and economic framework;weak institutional and economic framework;

�� the withdrawal of the state;the withdrawal of the state;

�� the degradation of the existing housing stock the degradation of the existing housing stock 
and the backlog in maintenance and repair;and the backlog in maintenance and repair;

�� inadequate policies for the vulnerable and poor.inadequate policies for the vulnerable and poor.
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Response to Housing Challenges

•• Social HousingSocial Housing
•• Maintenance and Maintenance and 

management of management of 
multifamily stockmultifamily stock

•• Housing financeHousing finance

•• Land administrationLand administration

•• Land use & spatial Land use & spatial 
planningplanning

•• Energy efficiencyEnergy efficiency
•• Informal settlementsInformal settlements

Guidelines on Social HousingGuidelines on Social Housing

Guidelines on CondominiumsGuidelines on Condominiums

Housing Finance Systems for countries Housing Finance Systems for countries 
in transitionin transition

Land Administration in the UNECE Land Administration in the UNECE 
regionregion

Spatial planning Spatial planning –– Key Instrument for Key Instrument for 
Development and Effective Development and Effective 
GovernanceGovernance

Green HomesGreen Homes

SelfSelf--made citiesmade cities
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Country Profiles on the Housing 
Sector
•• What are they?What are they?
•• ObjectivesObjectives

�� To provide a tool for To provide a tool for 
policy makers for policy makers for 
analyzing housing analyzing housing 
policiespolicies

�� To promote dialogue To promote dialogue 
between ECE member between ECE member 
countriescountries

•• The outcome: The outcome: 
Policy recommendationsPolicy recommendations
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Major Conclusions and Recommendations 
the Country Profile of Serbia (2006)

1.1. Development of a comprehensive Development of a comprehensive 
housing strategyhousing strategy

2.2. InstitutionalInstitutionaldevelopmentdevelopmentand and 
capacitycapacitybuildingbuilding

3.3. The legal framework should be The legal framework should be 
revisedrevised

4.4. Reform of the housing finance systemReform of the housing finance system
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Guidelines on Social Housing

Prepared by a task force of international expertsPrepared by a task force of international experts

Aim of the Guidelines:Aim of the Guidelines:

•• To enhance sharing of experiences on social To enhance sharing of experiences on social 
housing policies in the ECE regionhousing policies in the ECE region

•• To extend encompassing and well researched To extend encompassing and well researched 
information on the different policies available for information on the different policies available for 
the provision of social housingthe provision of social housing
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Enhancing exchange of information and 
best practices

Vital Spaces Vital Spaces ––

Newsletter to Newsletter to reachreach

out to 6500 readers across out to 6500 readers across 

the UNECE region!the UNECE region!
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Thank you!

by Ms. Christina von Schweinichenby Ms. Christina von Schweinichen
Deputy Director, Deputy Director, Environment and Human Settlements DivisionEnvironment and Human Settlements Division


